
 
Now What? gathers people together to coordinate and take action 

against regressive policies of the 45Th Administration 
 

https://nowwhatny.org/ Join us on Facebook @ Now What?         Nowwhat12983@gmail.com 
 

 

Community Action Meeting 
December 14, 2016 

Agenda 

I. Welcome  
 

II. Engagement and Actions: Planned Parenthood and Standing Rock 
 

III. Guest Speaker: Tess Sacco Baker, President and CEO of Planned Parenthood of the North 
Country, Inc. 

 

IV. Break into three groups 
 Conversation with Planned Parenthood 
 Postcard Writing 
 Phone Call 
 

V. Reconvene and Future Events 
January 20, 2017, Alternative Inauguration Day Party at BluSeed 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

 

Contact Information for Elected Representatives 

Congressional Representative Elise Stefanik 
23 Durkee Street Suite C, Plattsburgh, NY 12901     (518) 561 - 2324 
512 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515   (202) 225 - 4611 
 

Senator Chuck Schumer 
Leo W O’Brian Federal Building 1 Clinton Ave, Albany, NY 12207  (518) 431 - 4070 
322 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510  (202) 224 - 6542 
 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand  
PO Box 273 Lowville, NY 13367      (315) 376 - 6118 
478 Russell, Washington, D.C. 20510     (202) 224 - 4451 

 
President Barack Obama 
The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW,  

Washington D.C. 20500 (202) 456 - 1111 

https://nowwhatny.org/
mailto:Nowwhat12983@gmail.com


 

How to Have a Productive Phone Call with Your Legislator's Office 

Ask to speak to the aide who handles the issue about which you are calling. Your call will be more 
influential if you speak to the correct aide. However, Congressional aides are very busy and this is not 
always possible. If you cannot speak directly with the aide, leave a message with the receptionist stating 
your views.  
 

Let them know that you are a constituent. Elected officials are most interested in your opinions if you 
are their constituent, so be sure to say the city and state you are from. 
 

Know your facts. Be sure you have the basic information about your topic in front of you when you call. 
You should be able to specifically describe the topic about which you are calling and state your opinion 
on what your legislator should do. 
 

Note your expertise. If you have professional experience on the issue on which you are calling, be sure 
to mention it. It will help to establish your credibility on the issue and may event prompt the aide to ask 
you for some guidance on the issue. 
 

Be brief. Aides receive a high volume of phone calls every day, so keep your call short. 
 

Be timely. Timeliness is especially important when you are phoning. If the vote on your issue is 
imminent, the aide is much more likely to pay attention to what you say. 
 

Consider calling the local office. Calling the office in your district or state, rather than the Washington 
office, can sometimes be very effective. If you are calling about a vote or other timely issues, always call 
the Washington office. But, if you are calling generally about an issue that affects your district or 
community, calling the local office can be a good way to make them aware of an issue. 

From Union of Concerned Scientists http://www.ucsusa.org/action/phone-calls.html#.WE2IGtQrKt8 
 

Standing Rock 

Thank President Obama for his decision, and ask him to permanently reject the pipeline.  
I’m ___, ______ calling from _____, NY. You’ve said that you value native sovereignty and now you’ve 
proven that you can halt the Dakota Access Pipeline. Please respect Indigenous lives, their sacred waters 
and our precious climate and permanently reject this pipeline. Thank you. 
 
This is the language in the petition initiated by Stand with Standing Rock.  
 
 

Planned Parenthood 
 

I’m _____ _______, a constituent calling to let Representative Elise Stefanik know that I support the 
work of Planned Parenthood in the North Country. It is an essential resource for our low-income 
residents and for educating the public. Withdrawing Medicaid access from Planned Parenthood would 
be a disservice to your constituents. Thank you.  
 
Listen to an interview with Tess Barker on NCPR. The interview begins 4:30 minutes into the program.   
 

http://www.ucsusa.org/action/phone-calls.html#.WE2IGtQrKt8
http://standwithstandingrock.net/take-action/
http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/33089/20161214/news-from-the-eight-o-clock-hour-12-14-16

