
Rick Perry* 

Nominee for Secretary of Energy 

 

Biographical information:  Born in 1950, James Richard “Rick” Perry earned a BA in Animal Science from 

Texas A&M in 1972 and then served in the US Air Force until 1977.  In 1984 he was elected to the Texas 

House of Representatives and served as Agricultural Commissioner from 1990 to 1998. He was elected 

Lieutenant Governor in 1998 under George W. Bush’s governorship.  Perry succeeded Bush in December 

2000 when Bush won the presidency.  Perry then won three terms as Governor, serving until January 

2015. He attempted to win the 2012 and the 2016 Republican nominations for the Presidency. 

Position on climate change:   Perry denies the evidence for human-caused global climate change.  He 

has said, “I think there are a substantial number of scientists who have manipulated data so that they 

will have dollars rolling into their projects. I think we’re seeing it almost weekly or even daily, 

scientists who are coming forward and questioning the original idea that man-made global warming is 

what is causing the climate to change.” As governor, when Texas experienced a severe drought in 2011, 

Perry issued a proclamation calling for three days of prayer. In addition, his top environmental officials 

gutted a report on sea level change in Galveston Bay to ensure that it included no reference to climate 

change.  

Relationship to the fossil fuel industry:  Fossil fuels are a major industry in Texas. Texas leads the nation 

in the production both of oil and natural gas, and hosts 27 oil refineries.  Since the beginning of Perry’s 

career, oil companies and related energy firms have been among the biggest donors to his political 

campaigns.  As one example, Kelcy Warren, CEO of Energy Transfer Partners (builder of the Dakota 

Access Pipeline), donated $6 million to a PAC supporting Perry’s 2012 run for the presidency, and Koch 

Brothers-connected Darwin Deason gave $5 million. During Perry’s governorship, oil production in Texas 

surged 260% and natural gas (methane) rose 50%.  

Experiences relevant to the agency he is nominated to head:  The Department of Energy, which is the 

primary steward of nuclear safety in the US as well as a promoter of technological innovation in the 

energy sector, is a strongly science-based agency.  Perry has affirmed his belief in the inerrancy of the 

Bible and in intelligent design as the primary explanation for creation. Moreover, during his run for the 

2012 presidential nomination, Perry advocated eliminating the Department of Energy.   

 Why 350Brooklyn.org opposes this nomination:  Rick Perry has consistently denied the reality of global 

warming and has refused to recognize the causal link between climate change and fossil fuel 

consumption. As Secretary of Energy, he would be in a position to accelerate oil, gas, and coal extraction 

even faster than it is being extracted now and would support the expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure. 
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Sources: Rick Perry 

For Perry’s denial of human-caused climate change: https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-

checker/post/rick-perrys-made-up-facts-about-climate-change 

Perry’s call for prayer in response to drought: http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/texas-gov-

rick-perrys-answer-to-climate-change-start-prayin-20110428  

Removal of reference to climate change in report:   

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/10/perry-officials-censored-climate-report  

For the significance of oil and gas industries in Texas:  http://www.eia.gov/state/ 

For oil and gas industries’ donations to Perry’s political campaigns:   

https://www.publicintegrity.org/2015/09/17/18005/pro-rick-perry-super-pacs-give-back-millions).   

For surge in oil and gas production during Perry’s governorship: Forbes, Dec. 14, 2016 

For Perry’s Bible-based beliefs: 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/aug/23/rick-perry-creationism-

classroom   

For Perry’s proposal to eliminate the Department of Energy: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/12/rick-perry-energy-secretary-trump 
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