
Scott Pruitt* 

Nominee for Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 

 

Biographical Information:  Born in 1968, Scott Pruitt earned a J.D. from the University of Tulsa in 1993. 

After five years of private practice, he was elected as a Republican to the Oklahoma Senate where he 

served until 2006.  In 2010 he was elected to the office Oklahoma’s Attorney General, a position he 

continues to hold. 

Position on Climate Change:  In an op-ed piece published with Alabama Attorney-General Luther 

Strange in May 2016, Pruitt was explicit about denying the reality of human-induced climate change.  In 

a classic effort to sow doubt about the now-firm scientific consensus on climate change, Pruitt and 

Strange wrote, “Scientists continue to disagree about the degree and extent of global warming and its 

connection to the actions of mankind.”  

Relationship to fossil fuel industry:  The oil and natural gas (methane) industries are major economic 

forces in Oklahoma.  Oklahoma is one of the top five oil-producing states in the US, and supplies almost 

10% of US natural gas consumption. Throughout his political career, Pruitt has been a consistent 

defender of Oklahoma’s fossil fuel industries and they, in turn, have been some of his most important 

supporters.  As an example, Harold Hamm, the CEO of Continental Resources, an industry leader in 

fracking for oil, co-chaired Pruitt’s re-election campaign in 2013.  Pruitt’s political career has relied 

heavily on contributions from the fossil fuel industry; he was also able to deliver large sums of money 

from them to the Republican Attorneys General Association. In disputes with federal regulators Pruitt 

has sent letters on Oklahoma state stationary that were ghost-written by energy industry lobbyists. 

These lobbyists then praised Pruitt’s letters in their own press releases without revealing that they, 

themselves, had written the letters.   

Experiences relevant to the agency he is nominated to head:  Pruitt has been consistently hostile to the 

EPA, accusing it of federal overreach.  He is one of 28 Attorneys General who are currently suing the EPA 

in order to overturn the Clean Power Act, an effort by the Obama administration to limit greenhouse 

gasses emitted by power plants. But this is just one of Pruitt’s many efforts to block the work of the EPA. 

Since his election as Oklahoma’s Attorney General in 2010, Pruitt has repeatedly sued the EPA, primarily 

to obstruct enforcement of anti-pollution regulations.  

Why 350Brooklyn.org opposes this nomination:  Scott Pruitt is a strong supporter of continued 

aggressive fossil fuel extraction. He has explicitly and repeatedly denied that burning fossil fuels play any 

role in a changing  the global climate.  He is determined to have the states regulate their own local 

industries, while at the same time he is indebted to the very industry he seeks to regulate.  The conflict 

of interest is obvious.  
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For position on climate change with quote:  www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/othervoices/scott-pruitt-and-

luther-strange-an-un-american-prosecution-of/article  

For energy industries in Oklahoma:  https://www.eia.gov/state/analysis   

For Pruitt’s relationships with energy industries:  New York Times, Dec. 7, 2016 

For Pruitt’s EPA suit regarding the Clean Power Act: Wall Street Journal (Online), 7 Dec. 2016 

For Pruitt’s other EPA lawsuits: https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/12/trumps-epa-

pick-is-skeptical-of-more-than-just-climate-change/509960  
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