
Rex Tillerson: Nominee for Secretary of State* 

Biographical information:  Born in 1952, Rex Tillerson trained as a civil engineer and joined Exxon in 

1975 immediately out of college.  He rose through the ranks, working first in the United States and later 

in divisions engaged in fossil fuel exploration and production overseas.  In 1999 Exxon merged with 

Mobil and in 2006 Tillerson became ExxonMobil’s CEO. 

Position on climate change:  Publicly Tillerson seems to admit that human-induced climate change is 

real.  In 2012, for example, Tillerson said, “I'm not disputing that increasing CO2 emissions in the 

atmosphere is going to have an impact. It'll have a warming impact.” However, at the same time he said, 

“our ability to predict, with any accuracy, what the future's going to be is really pretty limited.” That is, 

Tillerson consistently undercuts the recognition of the seriousness of global warming by claiming that 

the science is too uncertain to serve as the basis for any action.  

Critically, while Exxon scientists developed a clear understanding of the relationship between fossil fuel 

use and global climate change beginning in the 1970s, Exxon kept this knowledge from the public.  

Instead, Exxon funded lawmakers and think tanks that loudly denied climate change and pushed for the 

expansion of dependence on fossil fuels. Recently journalists have exposed Exxon’s deceptive practices, 

resulting in investigations into the potential defrauding of investors by 17 state Attorney Generals and 

by the Security and Exchange Commission.  Under Tillerson’s leadership, ExxonMobil has launched a 

counterattack of intimidation.  One example of retaliation is Texas Republican Representative Lamar 

Smith’s investigation into “racketeering” by the 17 Attorney Generals and by a number of NGO’s 

(including 350.org)        

Relationship to fossil fuel industry:  ExxonMobil is the largest publicly-traded oil and gas company in the 

world.  Its business centers on all aspects of petroleum extraction, refining, and marketing, on natural 

gas production, and on petrochemical production.  A life-long employee, Tillerson himself has been 

instrumental in expanding ExxonMobil’s fossil fuel extraction in the US, Yemen, Thailand, and Russia. 

Tillerson has said, “My philosophy is to make money.  If I can drill and make money, then that’s what I 

want to do.” Tillerson owns over $200 million of ExxonMobil stock and thus is personally invested in 

ExxonMobil’s continued profitability. 

Experiences relevant to the agency he is nominated to head: Exploring and drilling for fossil fuels is his 

sole area of expertise.  ExxonMobil has oil and gas extraction facilities in at least 18 foreign countries 

besides the global marketing of its products.  Tillerson’s most prominent recent experience is his 

partnership with the Russian government in energy exploration in the Arctic.  Tillerson and ExxonMobil 

successfully lobbied against a bill that would have solidified US sanctions against Russia and thus would 

made this partnership more difficult.    

Why 350Brooklyn.org opposes this nomination: Not only is Rex Tillerson woefully unqualified to be 

Secretary of State, but he has been complicit in decades of climate change denial.  He is committed to 

the expansion of a fossil fuel-based economy around the world at the expense of people’s livelihoods, 

their homes, and their health. 



*Sheet created by 350Brooklyn 

Sources: Rex Tillerson 

Tillerson’s position on climate change:  http://www.cfr.org/world/ceo-speaker-series-conversation-rex-

w-tillerson/p35286; 

http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2016/12/tillerson_s_position_on_climate_c

hange_is_basically_denialism_is_profitable.html) 

Exxon’s deception and Tillerson-led ExxonMobil’s counterattack: 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/12/08/the-rockefeller-family-fund-vs-exxon/ 

(https://insideclimatenews.org/content/Exxon-The-Road-Not-Taken) 

ExxonMobil:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ExxonMobil   

Tillerson’s career at ExxonMobil: http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/rex-tillerson-state-yemen-

phone-call-232611 

Quote on making money: http://www.salon.com/2016/12/15/exxonmobil-ceo-and-trump-pick-rex-

tillerson-my-philosophy-is-to-make-money_partner   

Tillerson’s ownership of stock: .  http://www.cnbc.com/2016/12/10/rex-tillerson-of-exxon-mobile-

expected-to-be-named-trumps-secretary-of-state-sources.html 

Tillerson’s partnership with Russia and influence over Congressional action: 

http://www.politico.com/story/2016/12/exxon-mobile-russia-sanctions-rex-tillerson-232770_ 
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