
Ryan Zinke* 

Nominee for Secretary of the Interior 

Biographical information:  Born in 1961 in Montana, Ryan Zinke earned a BA in Geology from the 

University of Oregon and subsequently earned an MBA and an MS.  He served as a Navy Seal from 1986 

to 2008, which included tours of duty in Iraq.  Between 2009 and 2011 he served in the Montana 

Senate.  He was elected to the US House of Representatives in 2014, taking office in January, 2015. 

Position on climate change: While Zinke at one point saw climate change as a threat to national 

security, he is now skeptical that is “proven science.” His position is that “you don’t dismantle America’s 

power and energy on a maybe. We need to be energy independent first.”  Zinke supports an “all of the 

above” energy policy that includes a mix of renewable and fossil fuel development, specifically coal 

mining and support of projects like the Keystone XL pipeline.  

Relationship to fossil fuel industry:  Zinke has close ties to the oil and gas industries in his state. These 

industries gave $318,982.00 to Zinke’s 2014 congressional campaign. He has strong support from 

Montana’s fossil fuel companies.  His nomination for Interior Secretary is endorsed by the American 

Petroleum Institute, the Independent Petroleum Association of America, and the president of the 

Montana Petroleum Association, who said, "After eight years of federal overreach and cumbersome 

policies curtailing the enormous economic potential of oil and natural gas production, we're pleased 

with the selection of Congressman Zinke to the Department of the Interior.”  In turn, Zinke has been a 

friend to the fossil fuel industry. The Billings Gazette called Zinke’s effort to protect a coal leasing 

loophole that befits big corporations over citizens of Montana “a shameless break for big companies 

who’ve created a way to pay less for resources we all have ownership of. These types of loopholes 

represent the worst of what Washington has to offer . . .”  

Experiences relevant to the agency he is nominated to head:  Though he rejects the GOP’s position that 

federal lands should be transferred to the states, Zinke has “advocated for increased energy drilling and 

mining” as well as logging on federal lands. Zinke has voted in favor of maintaining the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund, which is “funded by royalties from oil and gas exploration on public lands but 

intended to preserve other natural habitats.” But Theresa Pierno of National Parks Conservation says 

that Zinke has “prioritized the development of oil, gas and other resources over the protection of clean 

water and air, and wildlife . . . Mr. Zinke has advocated for state control of energy development on 

federal lands, a move that threatens our national parks.” Zinke called on the Department of the Interior 

to lift its ban on coal leases and opposes  DOI’s regulations aimed at limiting methane waste from the oil 

and gas industries.   Zinke contributed to a bill called “Resilient Federal Forests Act of 2015,” which has 

been characterized as  “one of several schemes he led to turn control of public land to industry 

dominated panels…opposed by conservationists, sportsmen, business and even some timber companies 

for dispensing with environmental laws and public involvement in order to ramp up unsustainable 

logging levels.” 

Why 350Brooklyn.org is opposed to this nomination:  Zinke would accelerate the production of oil, gas, 

and coal on public land, thus contributing to a worsening climate change crisis. 
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Sources: Ryan Zinke 

Quote advocating energy independence: http://billingsgazette.com/news/local/government-and-

politics/lewis-zinke-debate-federal-budget-health-care-global-warming/article_d062bc3c-c8e9-5909-

854f-5e78efc52868.html   

Support for “all of the above” energy policy: https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trump-

reportedly-picks-montana-congressman-ryan-zinke-for-interior-secretary  

Fossil fuel industry campaign contributions: 

https://www.opensecrets.org/politicians/summary.php?cid=N00035616  

Endorsement by fossil fuel organizations: http://www.api.org/news-policy-and-

issues/news/2016/12/15/api-gerard-looks-forward-to-working-with; http://www.ipaa.org/press-

releases/ipaa-welcomes-nomination-congressman-ryan-zinke-lead-interior-department/; 

http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/montana-petroleum-

association/image_fbd0b8ba-3465-5eca-9223-b66cc261387e.html  

Billings Gazette quote: http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/editorial/gazette-opinion/gazette-

opinion-zinke-pushes-quietly-to-take-money-away-from/article_58ddee77-40af-53fc-88b2-

97fb070dafc8.html  

Rejects transfer of federal lands to states: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/trumps-pick-interior-

secretary-rep-ryan-zinke/  

Advocates increased drilling on federal lands: http://mtpr.org/post/trump-confirms-ryan-zinke-will-be-

his-nominee-secretary-interior  

Voted for Land and Water Conservation Fund Act with Pierro quote: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/us/politics/donald-trump-ryan-zinke-interior-

secretary.html?_r=0  

Wants Department of Interior to lift ban on coal and opposes its regulation of methane: 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trump-reportedly-picks-montana-congressman-ryan-zinke-

for-interior-secretary/  

Quote on Resilient Federal Forests bill: https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trump-reportedly-

picks-montana-congressman-ryan-zinke-for-interior-secretary  
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