
 

                                               
 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
Leo O’Brien Building, Room 821 
Albany, New York, 12207 
 
Dear Senator Gillibrand, 
  
Thank you for making the effort to listen to your constituents over the past few months and for standing up 
against the illegal nomination of James Mattis to be Secretary of Defense. Most recently, thank you for 
demanding that all cabinet nominees submit three years of tax returns to the Senate committees responsible for 
vetting their qualifications. This is an important first step in the fight against the President-Elect’s dangerous 
cabinet. Please continue to demand financial transparency from all nominees and fight against Mattis’ 
appointment. Know that you have my full support in doing so.  
 

And I am also writing to ask you for more.  
  
I am writing to ask that you expand your opposition and publicly commit to obstructing any nominee with a 
record of illegality, fraud, civil rights abuses, previous rejection by the Senate, or stated opposition to the 
mission of the agencies they are slated to supervise. In particular, I ask that, as a member of the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, you use the confirmation process to aggressively oppose the following 
appointments:  
 

Rex Tillerson, Secretary of State: Tillerson has presided over ExxonMobil which has a long history of climate 
denial and suppression of climate science. In addition, he has extensive financial ties to Putin and ran a U.S.-
Russian oil firm in the Bahamas, an offshore tax haven. He also lacks any governmental experience for one of the 
most important governmental positions. 
 

Rick Perry, Dept. of Energy: Perry, a climate change denier, famously stated that he wants to dismantle the 
Department of Energy, without understanding that the department is responsible for scientific research and 
managing our nuclear arsenal in addition to energy policy.  
 

Scott Pruitt, EPA: The mission of the EPA is to protect human health and the environment and, as EPA 
administrator, Pruitt would do the opposite. A self-serving climate change denier, Pruitt has a record of putting 
corporate polluters’ profits first.  He has also received significant funding from the oil and coal industries, making 
him a very dangerous person to put in charge of the agency responsible for protecting our health, the 
environment, and a sustainable future.  
 

Representative Ryan Zinke, Department of Interior: Based on assessments by respected environmental 
organizations, this first-term Congressman’s disregard for the country’s wetlands and streams, national park 
system, and endangered species, as well as his support of the coal industry disqualify him for this position.   
 

Thank you again for your service. New Yorkers are depending on you to fight these appointments through a full 
and vigorous vetting process, further demands for transparency, and a public campaign against the appointment 
of climate change deniers. You must lead.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Address: 


