
 

                                              

Senator Charles Schumer 
Leo O’Brien Building, Room 420 
Albany, New York 12207 
 
Dear Senator Schumer, 
 
Thank you for your years of service, your recent call for hearings into Russian involvement in our elections, and 
your criticism of Tom Price. While I appreciate these efforts, I am dismayed by your muted response to the 
President-Elect’s slew of insidious appointments over the past months. People of conscience throughout New 
York and America are appalled by Donald Trump’s unprecedented nominations of white supremacists, climate 
change deniers, misogynists, and corporate cronies to fill his cabinet and staff. I ask that you and the Democratic 
caucus make every effort to highlight and obstruct the radical and destructive agenda of the incoming 
administration.   
  
Republicans had no qualms stealing a Supreme Court seat from the Obama administration, even when the 
nominee in question, the highly qualified Merrick Garland, was and is universally respected. Meanwhile, Trump’s 
cabinet appointees comprise the least qualified, the least respected, and the most destructive cabinet in history.  
This is not a time for compromise. This is not a time for dealmaking. Rather, this is a life or death moment for 
American democracy and we, New Yorkers, Americans, and the world, demand that you act accordingly. This is a 
time to fight. 
  
With respect to the upcoming confirmation hearings, I ask that you publicly demand a full and transparent 
vetting of each nominee’s tax returns, potential conflicts of interest, and qualifications.  
 
As a voter with deep concerns about climate change and the environment, I am especially concerned about the 
first four positions below, which have great impact on these issues. However, all of the following nominees have 
nebulous qualifications, questionable financial or legal entanglements, and/or have expressed opposition to the 
departments that they will direct. I demand that you obstruct any nominee with a record of illegality or fraud, 
ties to foreign dictatorships, civil rights abuses, previous rejection by the Senate, or stated opposition to the 
mission of the agencies they are slated to supervise.  
  
Rex Tillerson, Secretary of State: Tillerson has presided over ExxonMobil which has a long history of climate 
denial and suppression of climate science. In addition, he has extensive financial ties to Putin and ran a U.S.-
Russian oil firm in the Bahamas, an offshore tax haven. He also lacks any governmental experience for one of the 
most important governmental positions. 
 
Rick Perry, Dept. of Energy: Perry, a climate change denier, famously stated that he wants to dismantle the 
Department of Energy, without understanding that the department is responsible for scientific research and 
managing our nuclear arsenal in addition to energy policy.  
 
Scott Pruitt, EPA: The mission of the EPA is to protect human health and the environment and, as EPA 
administrator, Pruitt would do the opposite. A self-serving climate change denier, Pruitt has a record of putting 
corporate polluters’ profits first.  He has also received significant funding from the oil and coal industries, making 
him a very dangerous person to put in charge of the agency responsible for protecting our health, the 
environment, and a sustainable future.  
 



 

                                              

Representative Ryan Zinke, Department of Interior: Based on assessments by respected environmental 
organizations, this first-term Congressman’s disregard for the country’s wetlands and streams, national park 
system, and endangered species, as well as his support of the coal industry disqualify him for this position.   
 
Jeff Sessions, Attorney General: Sessions was rejected for a judicial post in 1986 because of his racism. Now he 
has withheld decades of records in advance of his confirmation hearing. As a member of the Judiciary Committee, 
you must block his appointment. 
 
Steven Mnuchin, Dept. of Treasury: Mnuchin’s background of predatory banking, secretiveness about his 
financial history, and his status as a prominent Trump donor should set off an alarm for Senate Democrats.  
 
Betsy DeVos, Dept. of Education: DeVos knowingly violated Ohio campaign finance law and then refused to pay 
the resulting fine. A major right-wing donor, she said that she “expects a return on her investment” with regard 
to her political donations. She wants to use the Department of Education to funnel taxpayer money into private 
religious schools at the expense of public education. 
 
Ben Carson, Dept. of Housing and Urban Development: Carson has said that “poverty is really a choice,” opposes 
the Fair Housing Act, and has himself said that he lacks qualifications to run a federal agency.  
 
James Mattis, Dept. of Defense: Mattis’ appointment as Secretary of Defense is illegal. His 2013 retirement date 
disqualifies him from assuming a cabinet post.  
 
Tom Price, Dept. of Health and Human Services: A member of the fraudulent and extremist group, the 
Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, Price is intent on destroying the nation’s health care safety net, 
as evidenced by his plans to dismantle the Affordable Care Act, cut Social Security, make Medicare a voucher 
program, and defund Planned Parenthood.  
 
Although not all of these appointments fall under the jurisdiction of the committees on which you serve, I remind 
you that you speak for all New Yorkers as well as all Americans as the Senate Minority Leader.  We need you to 
demand transparency from all nominees and block the appointments of any individuals with clear conflicts of 
interest, a history of illegality or fraud, or an expressly destructive agenda. We need you to lead for the sake of 
your legacy, our children, and our democracy. You must lead.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


